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Pes ae Ge Ae Schneide 
665 Stark's Place 
New York City 


Year Sirs 


fhe goin described in your letter of August 10th is ome of 
those known as ‘Civil War Tokens’. During the American Civil War, 
he Federal Government failed to issue a sufficient supply of one-cent 
pieces to meets the demanis of trade. As a result, merchants had dif- 
‘fioulty in making chance, and a number of expedients were tried to meet 
the situation. Among these, was the issue by merchants of mall pieces, 
generally in copper but sometimes of other metal, which they redeemed 
in quantities of ong hundred, or nore. 

e 

Most of these nieces have on them the name of the merchant or - 
business house issu! ng them, but quite a number do not carry any mari 
by whigh their source can be determined - and the piece you have is one 
of these. 


4t the time, these pieces attracted the attention of coin cole 
_lestors, especially here in New fork City, and several of the collectors 
knowing where they were manufactured, would have specimens struck in 
metals other than those in which they were originally intended. 


we “have in this Museun six pieses like the one you deseribe - 
one in silver, one in copper, one in brass, two in nickle (one thick and — 
one thin), and one in white metal. ‘the silver piece is, probably, one ~ 
of those eenecially struck for a collector; and as this was seldom done 
exceot in New York, | think it is fairly sefe to assume that the pieces 
of this type were ell issued in New York. While these pieces attrated 
the attention of collectors during the period of their issue, they have 
not proved particularly attractive since then and the demand for them is ' 
not ereat. This is, also, probably due to the fact that there are very 
nearly eight thousend known varieties of them, and to make anything like 
& complete collection would occupy ea tremendous time. As a result, they 
have not chown any great value in the auction markets, and-I do not believe 
that your piece would gsll for sore than ten or a cents. 


Very truly yours, 


fagust 17th, 1920 


‘Mr. Charles A. Sohneider © 
$5 8t.Mark’s Place : . : 
Joey 5) Mew tore Olty | 


Dear, sire 

I have your letter of August 14th. tn my reply to your 
-_ previous @ncuiry, i wrote upon the assumption that you would not have 
asked Werfor information unless you believed our knowledze was suffi- 
gient to answer your cuestion, and so did not do more than outline 
the subject of Civil War Tokens. Your letter which I en now answer- . 
ing is interesting if the question were a matter for argument but, une — 
es for your ‘pOrition it is not. 


These pieces” are tokens and were issved as 4 explained in oy 
"previous letter. - There is plenty of contemporaneous record to estab- 
lish this point; and if you care to call at the “Museum some time, I 
can sglibeegns you in e few minutes in recard to the matter. 3 


je Wheat you say about the inscription would, probably, have been Ree. 
comparatively modified if you had been more familiar with the subject. abe 
a great many of these tokens carried on the political slogans of the : ‘tee 
day, expressing the opinions of those who issued them. As a matter of ae 
teh, 3 the slogan in question is a paraphrasing of one which appeared ‘Poke 
=. wpon- tokens issued under womewhat similar conditions in this country 3 ee 
around 1830. ‘These latter pieces are known to numismatists as the 
eae genres tine sdeeacet iL ap ion : 


is Towim Tees have been common in nearly every country when 
for. any reason the Governnwnt failed to supply a mfficient quantity 
of snall change. There have been two periods in the United States 
when they were issued; three different times in England, and such is- 
sues were frequent during the recent war in the furepeen Continent al 

; sountries. We have a large collection of these pieces of all kinds 
yee 16re in the Museum and, as 1 stated in my previous letter, over siz 
thousand varieties of the Civil War Tokens. These pieces did not come 
into conflict with the counterfeiting laws of the period, and many of 
are even more like the then Sarees United Agate cents than the 

ribe 


dg “the question is not one Str argument or cpinion 
; have ‘the facts of the OR BC. 
ge pe ae 


